Listing and Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

1. (Cunrently Amended) A weighing scale comprising: 

a platfomi for supporting a load to be weighed by the scale, the platfonn defining 
an optimal weighing position for optimally positioning the load thereon; 

a plurality of load cells, each of the load cells for sensing a portion of the load's 
weight and outputting an electrical signal conta i ning data indicative of the sensed 
portion of the load's weight; [[and]] 

a processor, uo i ng tho data oonto i nod in tho o l ootrical oigna l o outputtod by the 
l oad c el ls, for operativelv coupled to the load cells and summing each of the sensed 
weight portions to determine dotormin i ng a total weight of the load, summing groupings 
of the sensed weight portions to detemiine dotorm i n i ng an actual position of the load on 
the platform, and detennining how the actual position of the load on the platfonm 
deviates from the optimal position dependentiv upon the sums of the groupings of the 
sensed weight portions : and 

at least one of an indicator for indicating that the load is in the optimal position 
and a display for displaying the deviation of the actual position of the load from the 
optimal weighing position, so that the load can be repositioned to the optimal weighing 
position. 



2. (Cancelled) 



3. (Original) Tlie scale according to claim 1 , wherein the actual position is detennined 
by calculating an x-axis load position offset using the sensed weight portions. 

4. (Cun-ently Amended) The scale according to claim 3, wherein the platfomi is 
divided into quadrants comprising a top left quadrant, a top right quadrant, a bottom left 
quadrant, and a bottom right quadrant, the x-axis offset being calculated by: 

summing the sensed weight portions for one of a) an aggregate of the top left 
and bottom left quadrants and b) an aggregate of the top right and the bottom right 
quadrants, of the scale; 

subtracting a half weight of the load from the sum: a nd 

dividing the sum by [[a]] the half weight of the load. 

5. (Original) The scale according to claim 3, wherein the deviation of the actual position 
of the load from the optimal position is detennined by comparing the x-axis offset to a 
predetermined threshold value to determine whether a disproportionate quantity of the 
load's weight is on one of a left side and a right side of the scale. 

6. (Original) The scale according to claim 1, wherein the actual position is detennined 
by calculating x-axis and y-axis load position offsets using the sensed weight portions. 

7. (Currently Amended) The scale according to claim 6, wherein the platform is 
divided into quadrants comprising a top left quadrant, a top right quadrant, a bottom left 
quadrant, and a bottom right quadrant, the x-axis offset being calculated by: 
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summing the sensed weight portions for one of a) an aggregate of the top left 
and bottom left quadrants and b) an aggregate of the top right and the bottom right 
quadrants, of the scale; 

subtracting a half weioht of the load from the sum: and 

dividing the sum by [[a]] the half weight of the load. 

8. (Currently Amended) The scale according to claim 7, wherein the y-axis offset is 
calculated by: 

summing the sensed weight portions for one of a) an aggregate of the top left 
and top right quadrants and b) an aggregate of the bottom left and the bottom right 
quadrants, of the scale; 

subtracting a half weight of the load from the sum: and 

dividing the sum by [[a]] the half weight of the load. 

9. (Cun-ently Amended) The scale according to claim 6, wherein the platfonm is 
divided into quadrants comprising a top left quadrant, a to right quadrant, a bottom left 
quadrant, and a bottom right quadrant, the y-axis offset calculated by: 

summing the sensed weight portions for one of a) an aggregate of the top left 
and top right quadrants and b) an aggregate of the bottom left and the bottom right 
quadrants, of the scale; 

subtracting a half weight of the load from the sum: and 

dividing the sum by a half weight of the load. 
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1 0. (Original) The scale according to claim 6, wherein the deviation of the actual 
position of the load from the optimal position is determined by comparing the x-axis and 
y-axis offsets to a predetemriined threshold value to determine whether a 
disproportionate quantity of the load's weight is on one of a left side and right side of the 
scale and on a top and a bottom of the scale. 

1 1 . (Original) The scale according to claim 1 , wherein each of the load cells Is 
integrated into a support, the supports for supporting the platfomn on a surface. 

12. (Original) The scale according to claim 1 , wherein the indicator comprises at 
least one of a visual and a sound indicator. 

1 3. (Original) The scale according to claim 12, wherein the scale includes both 
the indicator and the display. 

1 4. (Original) The scale according to claim 1 3, wherein the indicator is part of the 
display. 

1 5. (Currently Amended) A method for accurately positioning a load on a platform of a 
weighing scale, the method comprising the steps of: 

providing a plurality load cells, each of the load cells for Gono i ng beinc positioned 
to sense a portion of the load's weight and outputt i ng output an electrical signal 
contain i ng data indicative of the sensed portion of the load's weight; 
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summing groups of the outputs to determine a total weight and a plurality of 
partial weights: 

detennining an actual position of the load on the platfonn. and how the actual 
position of the load on the platform deviates from an optimal weighing position using the 
detemilned total weight and at least two of the partial weights data conta i ned i n the 
o l octrical o i gno l outputtod by tho l oad co ll o ; and 

indicating that the load is in the optimal position. 

1 6. (Original) The method according to claim 1 5, further comprising the step of 
determining a total weight of the load. 

1 7. (Original) The method according to claim 16, wherein the total weight 
determining step includes summing the sensed weight portions. 

18. (Original) The method according to claim 15, wherein the actual position 
determining step includes calculating an x-axis load position offset using the sensed 
weight portions. 

19. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 18, further comprising the 
step of dividing the platform into quadrants comprising a top left quadrant, a top right 
quadrant, a bottom left quadrant, and a bottom right quadrant, wherein the x-axis offset 
Is calculated by: 



summing the sensed weight portions for one of a) an aggregate of the top left 
and bottom left quadrants and b) an aggregate of the top right and the bottom right 
quadrants, of the scale; 

subtracting a half weiaht of the load from the sum: a nd 

dividing the sum by a half weight of the load. 

20. (Original) The method according to claim 18, wherein the actual position 
determining step includes comparing the x-axis offset to a predetemiined threshold 
value to detenmine whether a disproportionate quantity of the load's weight is on one of 
a left side and a right side of the scale. 

21 . (Original) The method according to claim 15, wherein the actual position 
determining step includes calculating x-axIs and y-axis load position offsets using the 
sensed weight portions. 

22. (Cun-ently Amended) The method according to claim 21 , further comprising the 
step of dividing the platfonn into quadrants comprising a top left quadrant, a top right 
quadrant, a bottom left quadrant, and a bottom right quadrant, wherein the x-axis offset 
is calculated by: 

summing the sensed weight portions for one of a) an aggregate of the top left 
and bottom left quadrants and b) an aggregate of the top right and the bottom right 
quadrants, of the scale; 

subtractino a half weiaht of the load from the sum: and 

dividing the sum by a half weight of the load. 



23. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 22, wherein the y-axis offset 
is calculated by: 

summing the sensed weight portions for one of a) an aggregate of the top left 
and top right quadrants and b) an aggregate of the bottom left and the bottom right 
quadrants, of the scale; 

subtracting a half weight of the load from the sum: and 

dividing the sum by a half weight of the load. 

24. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 21 , further comprising the 
step of dividing the platform into quadrants comprising a top left quadrant, a top right 
quadrant, a bottom left quadrant, and a bottom right quadrant, wherein the y-axis offset 
is calculated by: 

summing the sensed weight portions of one of a) an aggregate of the top left and 
top right quadrants and b) an aggregate of the bottom left and the bottom right 
quadrants, of the scale; 

subtracting a half weight of the load from the sum: and 

dividing the sum by a half weight of the load. 

25. (Original) The method according to claim 21 , wherein the actual position 
detemiining step includes comparing the x-axis and y-axis offsets to a predetermined 
threshold value to determine whether a disproportionate quantity of the load's weight is 
on one of a left side and right side of the scale and on a top and a bottom of the scale. 
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26. (Original) The method according to claim 1 5, further comprising the steps of: 

displaying the deviation of the action position of the load from the optimal 
weighing position; and 

repositioning the load to the optimal weighing position. 

27. (New) A method for weighing a load comprising: 

providing a plurality load cells, each of the load cells being positioned to sense a 
portion of the load's weight and provide an electrical response indicative of the sensed 
portion of the load's weight; 

detemiinlng partial weights con^sponding to groupings of the load cells; 

detemiinlng a deviation between the actual position of the load on the platfomi 
and an optimal weighing position using the detennined partial weights; 

providing an indication indicative of the determined deviation; 

detennining whether a time-out has occuned; and 

where a time-out is determined to have occurred, providing an indication of total 
sensed weight regardless of the deviation. 
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